
 

MEMORANDUM
DS 11-05-01

TO: Mayor and Town Councilmembers   
Thomas J. Willi, Town Administrator

FROM: Mark A. Kutney, AICP, Development Services Director   

DATE: November 14, 2001

RE: Request for Council Determination Of Exemption From Telecommunications 
Moratorium- Florida Power & Light, 4000 Davie Road Extension

On July 3, 2001, the Davie Town Council adopted Ordinance No. 2001-035 (Attachment B)
which declared a six month moratorium on the acceptance of applications for Wireless
Telecommunications Towers and Antennas and on the issuance of permits and approvals
for the construction of Wireless Telecommunications Towers.

The aforementioned ordinance also provided for exemptions. Jean G. Howard, Senior
Attorney on behalf of the Florida Power & Light Company has filed a written request and
justification ( Attachment A) for an exemption determination.  More specifically, Section
2.2 of the ordinance states “any tower which is determined by the Town Council to be
necessary to any governmental utilities or emergency communications system”.

In essence, FP&L is requesting that Town Council grant the utility an exemption from
Ordinance No. 2001-035 and also permit FP&L to increase the size of the existing tower
from the current 180 feet tall to 300 feet or taller.  Mr. Howard states: “The requested tower
is to be designed and constructed as an unguyed lattice tower and to fall inward, within the
property in the event there are winds in excess of those outlined in the stringent South
Florida Building Code.”

Please note that staff advised FP&L that the current tower of 180 feet is actually larger than
the 150 feet permitted by the current code in Section 12-506(D)(3).  Therefore, if Town
Council is inclined to grant this exemption request to FP&L, the Utility Company must
still make petition to the Town Council for  a variance relative to the height of the
existing/new lattice tower.

Should you have any questions, please advise.

cc:  Monroe Kiar, Town Attorney

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Administration    797-1101

Building  & Occupational Licensing   797-1111
Code Compliance   797-1121

Engineering 797-1113
Planning & Zoning    797-1103
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